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ing to the custom of the times of Ardeshir Babeg; lie also
built large and small bridges; he also took so great an
interest in the welfare of the people that whenever he dis-
covered any man who had suffered wrong he endeavoured
to redress it. It is stated in the Ghoniah ' that he ordered
every bridge that had been cut, every arch which had been
broken, and every village that had been destroyed, to be
rebuilt, and to be placed in a condition better than it had
ever been before; and he facilitated the ways [or inter-
course ?] of men.'

Abu Hanifah Dinvari has related that Kesra divided his
empire into four parts, and that at this time the Khaqan of
China, having assembled his troops,, marched from his
capital on a conquering expedition., and took possession of
Farghanah, Samarqand, Bokhara, and Kush. When this
was reported to Kesra he despatched his son Hormuz with
a large army against the enemy, but as soon as the Khaqan
was informed of the proximity of the troops he abandoned
all the countries he had taken, and hastened to the
frontiers of Turkestan, so that the saying, * Our king
took the country and went away/ became [ironically]
applicable to him.

Meanwhile KMled Bin Jamilah Ghussani invaded the
country of Munzar II., whose mother's name was Ornm-us-
saha, and who was governor of Hira on the part of Nau-
shirvan. After he had slain many of Munzar's companions,
and taken much property, with horses and camels, Munzar
represented his case to Naushirvan, who, being on friendly
terms with the Qaisar of Rum, sent him a letter to the effect
that he should order Khaled to pay the blood-ransom for the
people he had killed, and to restore to Munzar all the property
he had taken, because Kh&led was one of the officers of the
Qaisar. The latter, however, paid no attention to the letter,
which circumstance so kindled the ire of Kesra that he
collected an army, numerous as locusts, and marched to
conquer the region which was in the possession of the agents
of the Qaisar. First he invaded Mesopotamia, which he con-
quered, and afterwards occupied such cities of Syria as